
THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

The word Advent means "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the entire season is the celebration of the birth of Jesus the 
Christ in his First Advent, and the anticipation of the return of Christ the King in his Second Advent. Thus, Advent is far 
more than simply marking a 2,000 year old event in history. It is celebrating a truth about God, the revelation of God in 
Christ whereby all of creation might be reconciled to God.  

In this double focus on past and future, we recognize that we live "between the times" and are called to be faithful 
stewards of what is entrusted to us as God’s people. At Advent, the church celebrates God’s inbreaking into history in the 
Incarnation, and anticipates a future consummation to that history for which "all creation is groaning awaiting its 
redemption”. Advent is therefore marked by a spirit of expectation, of anticipation, of preparation, of longing. 
 
 
 

The First Candle 

The Candle of Promise of the Messiah. 

Minister: Today is the first Sunday of Advent, the Sunday of Hope. 

All: Our hope is in God, and in his son Jesus Christ. He is the one appointed by God to be judge of all things. 
He is the one through whom God has promised to save and redeem his people. 

Minister: We light this candle today to remind us that he is our hope and the hope of the world.  We thank God for the 
promises he has made to us and for the light he has brought into the world. 
 

The First Candle is Lit. 
 

Minister: Let us pray: O God of Hope, Emmanuel, God with Us – we pray you to send your light into our hearts at 
this time.  

All:  Help us to be ready for the day and the hour of Christ's final appearing.  Live in us and help us to live in 
you.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, transform us so that our worship, our celebration, our time of preparation, 
may be pleasing unto you - both now - and forevermore.  Amen. 

 

 

The Second Candle 

The Candle of the Peace of the Messiah. 

Minister: Today is the second Sunday of Advent, the Sunday of Peace. 

All: Our peace is found in God and in his son, Jesus Christ. He is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, and in his peace we rest. 

Minister: We light this candle today to remind us that Christ is the Prince of Peace, the one promised from the 
beginning of the world.  We thank God for the hope he gives us and for the peace he bestows. 
 

The First and Second Candles are Lit. 
 

Minister: O God of Peace, Emmanuel, we pray you to send your light into our hearts at this time.  Help us to be ready 
for the day and the hour of Christ's appearing. 

All:  Work in our hearts at this time and strengthen us to receive the peace that he brings – the spiritual peace 
of being your children and the cosmic peace which will come when he returns  to judge the world. Amen. 
  



The Third Candle 

The Candle of the Joy of the Messiah. 

Minister: Today is the third Sunday of Advent, the Sunday of Joy. 

All: Our joy is in God, and in his son Jesus Christ. His coming amongst us is good news of great joy for all 
people, for he is a Saviour, the Lord Christ.  

Minister: We light this candle today to remind us that in Christ, we rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy.  We 
thank God for the hope he gives us, for the peace he bestows, and for the joy he pours into our hearts. 
 

The First, Second and Third Candles are Lit. 
 

Minister: Let us pray: O God of Joy, Emmanuel, God with Us – we pray you to send your light into our hearts at this 
time.  

All:  Strengthen us to be ready for the time of Christ’s appearing. Fix our hearts and our minds upon those 
things that you have done and those you have promised to do, that we may have all joy and peace in believing.  
Amen. 

 
 

The Fourth Candle 

The Candle of the Love of the Messiah. 

Minister: Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent, the Sunday of Love. 

All: God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
have eternal life.  

Minister: We light this candle today to remind us that God is love, and that God’s love was revealed among us in this 
way: God sent his only Son into the world that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
 

The First, Second and Third and Fourth Candles are Lit. 
 

Minister: Let us pray: O God of Love, Emmanuel, God with Us – we pray you to send your light into our hearts at this 
time.  

All:  Strengthen us to be ready for the time of Christ’s appearing. Grant us the power to comprehend, with all 
the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so we may be filled with all your fullness.  Amen. 

 
 
 

The Fifth Candle 

The Candle of the Messiah. 

Minister: Today is Christmas Day, the day of the birth of the Messiah. 

All: Praise be to God, for our eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.  

Minister: We light these candles today to remind us being in the form of God, Christ Jesus did not regard equality with 
God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. He 
humbled himself, and became obedient to the point of death – even death on a cross. 
 

The First, Second and Third and Fourth and Christmas Candles are Lit. 
 

Minister: Let us pray: O God of Hope, God of Peace, God of Joy and God of Love, Emmanuel, God with Us – we 
pray you to send your light into our hearts at this time.  

All:  Strengthen us to be ready for the time of Christ’s appearing. Grant us all wisdom and spiritual insight, so 
that at the name of Jesus, our knees should bend and our tongues confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to your 
glory, our God and Father.  Amen. 

 


